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The Indigenous History
For centuries the indigenous tribes and the federal government have had a troubled relationship due to issues related to land ownership. As the white Americans demanded the expansion of the American Empire, the indigenous tribes’ lands were taken and grabbed by the white Americans with the support of the federal government. Despite cries and complaints by the indigenous tribes, the federal government has never been too supportive of these tribes. As a result, the House of Representatives enacted various acts that gave the white American the opportunity to take away land from the indigenous tribes. One of the examples of Acts by Congress was the Dawes Acts that was supported by a majority of the Congressmen. According to Dawes Act, every Indian born within the territory of the United States who decides to be civilized and embraces the life of America has the privilege, immunity and is declared a United States’ citizen. This kind of enactment viewed two things, one to the Indians and the other to the Americans. For indigenous tribes it was getting better services, however, for the Americans, it was an opportunity to grab and possess the ancestral lands of the indigenous people of America. Even though the Hopi Nations rejected and wrote a letter to the Washington chiefs concerning the Dawes Act, the Washington Office never replied to the letter. The issue of indigenous tribes’ land still is a matter of contestation as the Sioux, standing Rock still has the same problem with the government. The claim of the Sioux elders of Dakota Access Pipeline standing on the Standing Rock Sioux land escalates the relationship between the government and the indigenous. Archambault II contest that the government is out to ensure the indigenous tribes are never a problem again to United States (para#11). According to Archambault, the North Dakota governor, in particular, has threatened their historic gathering of the indigenous tribes using his power (Para#11). Since the government has never shown much concern to the Natives of America, the indigenous tribes continue to suffer and lose for the sake of American expansion.
The indigenous tribes have suffered and been victims to the American government that the government should at now start giving justice to these tribes. It is as if every time they fall preys to land grabbers, their grievances are not taken into consideration. The constitution of the United States section 1 passed by the Congress June 13, 1866, and ratified on July 9, 1868, gives every citizen of the United States the opportunity to own property and have rights to life and liberty. When the indigenous people receive the treatment they get, it is as if the government is in violation of the constitution. As such the US government should consider the following to give the indigenous tribes justice. First, the government should start considering the indigenous tribes as a solid part of America. According to Archambault II, the government continues to ignore the issues raised by these tribes (Para#10). The constitution of America gives rights to all citizens regardless of the tribes; however, for what happens in the lands of the indigenous tribes the constitution is followed.  Secondly, the government should start listening to the grievances of the indigenous tribes. Treuer illustrates that the grievances raised by the Indians especially the NoDAPL movement encompass the problems affecting the general population of America. As much as the government has given it back to issues of concern the Natives have raised since the 19th century, the current government should try to listen and reason for once with the indigenous tribes. Looking at every court decision, the indigenous tribes never win despite having good reasons. Thirdly, the government should formulate policies that give the indigenous people the voice as other citizens but not policies that try to discriminate their culture. Dunbar-Ortiz demonstrates how the government continuously aims to exterminate the indigenous tribes (p.20). Although the government may not feel comfortable with these tribes, there is a need for the government to co-exist with them. Murphy through the constitution of Ironquois shows that people should learn to co-exist with each other (75). The government should never try to formulate policies that target these tribes’ culture and lifestyles rather cope and respect their ways of living. As a result, acts such as Dawes should not be expected again in the House of Representatives. As the house mandated by the constitution to work on behalf of the larger population, it should ensure its policies touches of American citizen’s interest. This is to avoid progressive conflict between the indigenous tribes and the government. 
In line with this, the federal government should consider the following recommendations to help the conflict between the North Dakota Pipeline and Standing Rock. The first thing is for the government to help the natives with the boundaries that should help to reduce the conflict. According to the North Dakota Pipeline, the pipeline does not touch the Standing Rock Sioux land (para#3). However, looking at the map from its website, the project clearly touches some portion of the Sioux land. The claims from the project handlers try to deny the claim of the Sioux to make them look like they there arguments are baseless. In this case, the federal government should come to the rescue of the indigenous by explaining for the world whose claim between the tribes and the Military Engineers Corps is true. Secondly, the federal government scrutinizes the project to settle the claims of the Sioux. The Sioux complains are based on the harm the project is likely to the entire population of America (Treuer, para#3). The issues raised about this project are valid and should be considered no matter the economic effect the project has to America. Lastly, the federal government should ensure the constitution is followed to the latter. The constitution of America prohibits taking of people’s property without just compensation. Since the pipeline project touches the Standing Rock land, the landowners should have the opportunity to claim their rights as the constitution stipulates.    
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